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AGENDA 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP                     

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 

7:00 P.M. 
Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Drive SE,  
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

 
Public may access the meeting via video conference software Zoom 

   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86125580789 
 

Meeting ID: 861 2558 0789                                     
By Phone: 1 312 626 6799 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations 
   
Article 5. Public Comments - Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a 

public hearing. (Limit comments to 3 minutes)  
  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a. Receive and File Minutes 
                                   1. Township Board Meeting–1/24/24 

2. Planning Commission Meetings 12/18/23 & 1/22/24 
  b. Receive and File Reports 
   1. Building Department Reports 12/23 & 1/24 
  c. Receive and File Education Requests 
                       d. Receive and File Communication 
  e. Second Read of Ordinance Ch 264 Amendment 
 
Article 7. Financial Actions 

a. Request for Invoices to be paid on 2/15/2024 

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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Article 8.        Unfinished Business 
                                                     
Article 9. New Business 
 

006-2024 Consider Approval of Friendship Park Improvements 
Utilizing Existing Funding 

 
007-2024 Consider Approval of Wood Chipper Expense 
 
008-2024 Consider Approval of Covered Trailer Expense 

 
009-2024 Consider Reappointment of Parks Committee Member 

 
Article 10.      Discussion 
 
Article 11.  Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the agenda or 

not. (Limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 12. Closed Session Pursuant to Act 267 of 1976, MCL 15.268 Sec. 8 (d) – 

To consider material exempt from discussion or disclosure by state 
or federal statute  

 
Article 13. Manager Comments 
 
Article 14. Board Member Comments  
 
Article 15. Adjournment 
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MINUTES OF THE 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, January 24, 2024 

Wisner Center 
2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 
And Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.        
HYBRID FORMAT                                     

                                                                                                                    
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Korstange, 
Trustees Koessel, Shipley, McDonald and Noordhoek 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Deputy Clerk Jager, Manager Smith and those listed in the 
Supplement 
 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to approve the 
agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Article 4. Presentations  
None 
  

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 
hearing. (Limit comments to 3 minutes)  
1. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange-inquired who would enforce the noise 

ordinance.  
    

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a. Receive and File Minutes 
                                   1. Township Board Meeting–1/10/24    
  b. Receive and File Reports 

1. Treasurer Depositories Report 2024 
  c. Receive and File Education Requests 
                                       1. Bruno Ivos-MMTA 2024 Institute 4/21-4/26/24 
 2. Todd Stevenson-Chimney Fire Suppression 2/6/2024 
 3. Hannah DeMuth & Heather Newkirk-FDIC Women’s Conference 
 4. Melanie Manion-MParks Conference 2/27-3/1/24  

d. Receive and File Communication  
None 

Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve the 
Consent Agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                 
a. Request for Invoices to be paid on 1/25/2024 
Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Treasurer Korstange to approve. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 8.        Unfinished Business 

None  
 
Article 9.        New Business 

004-2024 Consider Approval of Update to Township Committee Policy 
Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve the 
update to policy.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
005-2024 Consider Approval of First Read of Ordinance Ch 264 Amendment 
(Roll Call) Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Treasurer Korstange 
to approve the first read of the Ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

 
Article 10. Discussion 
  None 
 
Article 11.       Public Comments 
  None 
 
Article 12. Manager Comments 

1. Manager Smith summarized the Clerk’s Department held its Public 
Accuracy Test and Absentee Ballots are being mailed for Feb 27, 2024 
Presidential Primary election. 
 

Article 13. Board Member Comments 
1. Trustee Shipley thanked those in attendance for coming to the meeting. 
2. Trustee Koessel remembered retired Planning Commissioner Claude 

Robinson in his passing and for his contributions to the Township and 
the Country. 
 

Article 14. Adjournment   
Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to adjourn.  
Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:18 pm.    

 
Jennifer Jager 
Deputy Clerk 

Approved by: 
 
________________________________ 
Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 
 

     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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Minutes 
Cascade Charter Township 

Planning Commission 
Monday, December 18, 2023 

7:00 pm 
2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 

 

ARTICLE 1. Vice Chair Moxley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
 Members Present: Noordhoek, Richardson, Bruneau, Moxley, Engel, Rissi, Rowland 
 Members Absent: Noordyke (excused)  
 Others Present: Zoning Administrator (ZA) Madison Smith-Jacoby, Mike Homier with 

Foster Swift, and others listed on the sign-in sheet. 

ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance 

ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve the current agenda. Supported by 
Member Engel. Motion carried 7 to 0.  

ARTICLE 4. Disclose any conflict of interest 

  There were no conflicts of interest disclosed.  

ARTICLE 5. Approve the Minutes of the December 4, 2023 Meeting  

 Chair Moxley said that the minutes had an incorrect date listed.  

 Member Bruneau noted in the last paragraph of Article 7 that the applicant’s comment 
was inaccurate and needed to be reworded.  

 Member Engel suggested rewording the last sentence in paragraph 3 of Article 9 due to 
an editing error. 

 Member Bruneau wanted Article 8 to include information regarding the applicant’s 
need for 30 parking spaces before configuring that 23 spaces would be sufficient.   

 Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the December 4, 2023 meeting 
minutes with the proposed changes. Supported by Member Rissi. Motion carried 7 to 
0.  

ARTICLE 6. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak  

  There was no one wishing to speak. 

ARTICLE 7. Case #23-3801 Epique Homes/Schrotenboer  

  Property Address: 3660 Cherry Lane 

Requested Action: Seeking a Type I Special Use permit for an accessory building 
exceeding 832sqft.  
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ZA Smith-Jacoby explained that this item was tabled at the previous meeting pending 
some revisions to their plans. They reduced the size of the accessory building to 2,560 
sqft, including a lean-to of 64 sqft, bringing the total to 2,624 sqft. The design will be in 
alignment with the home currently being built.  

Member Rissi asked if the enclosed building footprint was the same as previously 
presented and if the applicants just eliminated most of the large overhang. ZA Smith-
Jacoby confirmed that was accurate.  

ZA Smith-Jacoby noted the neighbors to the north are no longer concerned about any 
negative impacts due to standards set in the variance approval.  

Staff recommended approval of the accessory building with the condition listed in the 
packet.  

Vice Chair Moxley asked if their water diversion plan had been reviewed by the 
township engineer and if they completed a survey. ZA Smith-Jacoby stated that they 
have not yet submitted a building application, which would trigger a review to ensure 
that all criteria have been met before approval. 

Member Bruneau thanked the applicants for sharpening their pencil and being within 5 
percent of 3 times 823 sqft.  

Scott Schrotenboer said they have met much of the criteria talked about during the past 
few meetings and they are hopeful to move forward with the project. He stated the 
neighbors to the north are fine with the plans since there will be a water diversion plan 
and evergreen trees planted.  

Member Rissi asked the applicant if they were comfortable with the changed plans. 
Schrotenboer said he was looking forward to the extra space for storage, but wanted to 
ensure agreeance with everyone.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve the accessory building up to 2,800 sqft 
with the conditions listed in the packet and any conditions set by the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. Supported by Member Noordhoek. Motion carried 5 to 2.  

ARTICLE 8. Ordinance Amendment  

Mike Homier, legal counsel at Foster Swift, explained why the Planning Commission was 
proposed to be removed from the Township’s Zoning Ordinance and transferred to a 
police power ordinance per the Michigan Planning Enabling Act (MPEA). The MPEA 
allows local governments to create and continue a planning commission, provide 
regulations, and the commission will have the ability to create new bylaws without the 
need for Township Board approval. As a result of an ordinance amendment, a public 
hearing notice must be provided 15 days before the meeting.  

Member Bruneau expressed concern about the Planning Commission operating without 
a guiding document for a period of time between the removal of bylaws from the 
Zoning Ordinance and the adoption of new bylaws. Member Bruneau wanted 
clarification on what it means to strip the Planning Commission of their bylaws. Homier 
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explained that there will be roughly 30 days for the commission to create and adopt 
new bylaws. The process involves a 15-day public hearing notice period followed by 
consideration by the Planning Commission. The Commission will then recommend to 
the Township Board, which will then be considered for adoption. The ordinance will 
become effective 7 days after publication.  

Member Engel questioned if there was a way to create bylaws before removing the 
Planning Commission from Chapter 23 of the zoning ordinance to eliminate any voids in 
governance. Homier gave reassurance that there should be adequate time to consider 
and adopt the bylaws. Homier explained the possibility of doing both alongside each 
other to prevent that gap. 

Member Rissi suggested finalizing the bylaws in the upcoming meetings and then 
initiating the public hearing.  

Homier explained that the organizational part of the Planning Commission is formed and 
adopted by the Township Board using their police power ordinance; everything else 
procedurally will be in the bylaws created by the Planning Commission.  

Members discussed with legal counsel some potential revisions they wanted to make 
within the bylaws, the history of the bylaw preparation process, and general planning 
and zoning questions in relation to due process.  

Vice Chair Moxley suggested that legal counsel prepare the bylaws, including the code 
of conduct, for the January 15 meeting.  

Motion was made by Member Bruneau to schedule a public hearing on February 5 
regarding the removal of the Planning Commission portion from Chapter 23 of the 
zoning ordinance. Supported by Member Rissi. Motion carried 7 to 0.  

ARTICLE 9. Farmland Preservation Subcommittee Update 

Member Rissi provided the commission with documents containing updates and goals 
on the Farmland Preservation Subcommittee. They have been discussing uses and 
special rights allowed in agricultural rural conservation and farmland preservation, 
navigating how to incentivize farmers and builders to utilize a preservation program, 
and are hoping to incorporate a preservation system inspired by Grattan Township and 
Lancaster Pennsylvania’s ordinances. Member Rissi questioned if McKenna or legal 
counsel should be involved with drafting a new ordinance to ensure alignment with the 
master plan.  

Member Bruneau elaborated further on the preservation system which consisted of 
developers needing to allocate a certain amount of open space to receive a density 
bonus.  

The Farmland Preservation Subcommittee was approved to work with Mckenna.  

ARTICLE 10. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak 

  There was no one wishing to speak.  
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ARTICLE 11. Any other business  

Member Rissi had noticed increased tabled cases and wanted to explore alternative 
solutions for the Planning Commission to remain efficient.  

Vice Chair Moxley thanked ZA Smith-Jacoby for the extra work she has been doing in the 
absence of a planning director.  

ARTICLE 12. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to adjourn the meeting. Supported by Member 
Engel. Motion carried 7 to 0. The meeting adjourned at 9:09 pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 
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Minutes 
Cascade Charter Township 

Planning Commission 
Monday, January 22, 2024 

7:00 pm 
2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 

 

ARTICLE 1. Chair Noordyke called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
 Members Present: Noordhoek, Richardson, Bruneau, Moxley, Noordyke, Engel, Rissi, 

Rowland 
 Members Absent: None 
 Others Present: Zoning Administrator (ZA) Madison Smith-Jacoby and others listed on 

the sign-in sheet. 

ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance 

ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve the current agenda. Supported by 
Member Engel. Motion carried 8 to 0.  

ARTICLE 4. Disclose any conflict of interest 

  There were no conflicts of interest disclosed.  

ARTICLE 5. Approve the Minutes of the December 18, 2023 Meeting  

 Member Bruneau made a variety of edits including the addition of his comment "Thank 
you for sharpening your pencil and being within 5 percent of 3 times 832 sqft" to Article 
7. In Article 8 he made an edit to the first sentence clarifying that the township's Zoning 
Ordinance is transferred to a police power ordinance per the Michigan Planning and 
Enabling Act. He also made an edit to Article 9 in the second sentence to change 
“preservation” to “conservation” and to include farmers and builders in that discussion 
as well. Member Bruneau also wanted to mention Lancaster Pennsylvania’s ordinances 
in addition to Grattan Township. Lastly, he wanted it documented that McKenna was 
approved to assist the Farmland Preservation Subcommittee. 

 Motion was made by Member Bruneau to approve the December 18, 2023 meeting 
minutes with the proposed changes. Supported by Member Rissi. Motion carried 8 to 
0.  

ARTICLE 6. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak  

  There was no one wishing to speak.  

Chair Noordyke moved Article 7.     

ARTICLE 8. 2023 Planning Department Annual Report 
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ZA Smith-Jacoby presented the 2023 Planning Department Annual Report which outlines 
cases from the prior year. There were 45 new development requests and 9 lot split 
requests for a total of 54 cases. Also included in the report were attendance records for 
the year for both the Planning Commission and ZBA members.  

Member Rissi noticed Windy Korstange’s name was spelled incorrectly.  

Member Bruneau suggested including that Ken Peirce is no longer on the Township 
Board.  

Chair Noordyke wanted the list of Planning Commission members adjusted to have the 
Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and Trustee Nordhoek, in that order, with the rest of the 
members in alphabetical order.  

ZA Smith-Jacoby also provided summaries of the Farmland Preservation Subcommittee 
and the Master Plan Committee. There have been continued efforts in working with the 
Grand Valley Metro Council and other organizations. The Village Design Review 
Committee has also reconvened.  

Member Rissi recommended mentioning the intent to preserve green space in the 
Farmland Preservation Subcommittee description.  

Member Bruneau pointed out that the number of requests should be listed as 54 rather 
than 53 in the table. 

Members sought some level of involvement during the process of hiring a new Planning 
Director.  

Chair Noordyke asked if Manager Smith would be attending a meeting to discuss the 
Capital Improvement Budget. ZA Smith-Jacoby said she would make a request for this.  

ARTICLE 9. 2024 Calendar 

  Members agreed to move the April 1 meeting to April 22. 

ARTICLE 7. Election of Officers  

Chair Noordyke explained that the positions to be filled were Chairperson, Vice 
Chairperson, Secretary, the Planning Commission Representative to the ZBA, and the 
Planning Commission Representative to the Village Design and Review Subcommittee 
Board.  

Member Noordhoek suggested moving the elections to next month since Supervisor 
Lesperance had not made her appointments yet. ZA Smith-Jacoby said the current 
ordinance states that the election of officers shall take place at the first meeting in 
January.  

A nomination was made by Member Moxley to appoint Member Rissi as Planning 
Commission Chair. Supported by Member Engel. Member Rissi accepted the 
nomination. 
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A nomination was made by Member Richardson to appoint Member Moxley as 
Planning Commission Chair. Supported by Member Rowland. Member Moxley 
accepted the nomination.  

Vote failed 4-4 by roll call vote to elect Member Moxley or Member Rissi as Chair.  
In favor of Member Rissi as Chair: Moxley, Noordyke, Engel, Rissi 
In favor of Member Moxley as Chair: Noordhoek, Richardson, Bruneau, Rowland  

Members held discussion around officers. 

Member Moxley withdrew his candidacy and then rescinded his withdrawal, stating that 
he was willing and happy to serve.  

A vote carried 7 to 1 by roll call vote in favor of electing Member Moxley as Chair. 
In favor of Member Moxley as Chair: Noordhoek, Richardson, Bruneau, Moxley, 
Noordyke, Engel, Rissi  
In favor of Member Rissi as Chair: Rowland 

A nomination was made by Member Rowland to appoint Member Rissi as Planning 
Commission Vice Chair. Supported by Member Engel. Member Rissi accepted the 
nomination. 

A nomination was made by Member Noordhoek to appoint Member Bruneau as the 
Planning Commission Vice Chair. Supported by Member Rowland. Member Bruneau 
accepted the nomination. 

A vote carried 7 to 1 by roll call vote in favor of electing Member Rissi as Vice Chair.  
In favor of Member Rissi as Vice Chair: Noordhoek, Richardson, Bruneau, Moxley, 
Noordyke, Engel, Rissi  
In favor of Member Bruneau as Vice Chair: Rowland 

A nomination was made by Member Richardson to appoint Member Engel as 
Secretary of the Planning Commission. Supported by Member Moxley.  Member Engel 
accepted the nomination. 

A nomination was made by Member Noordhoek to appoint Member Bruneau as 
Secretary of the Planning Commission. Supported by Member Rissi. Member Bruneau 
did not accept the nomination. 

The vote for Member Engel to be appointed Secretary of the Planning Commission 
carried unanimously 8 to 0.  

A nomination was made by Chair Noordyke to appoint Member Moxley as the 
Planning Commission Representative to the ZBA. Supported by Member Engel. 
Member Moxley accepted the nomination. 

A nomination was made by Member Rowland to appoint Member Bruneau as the 
Planning Commission Representative to the ZBA. Supported by Member Noordhoek. 
Member Bruneau accepted the nomination. 
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A vote carried 5 to 3 by roll call vote in favor of appointing Member Moxley as the 
Planning Commission Representative to the ZBA.  
In favor of Member Moxley as the Planning Commission Representative to the ZBA: 
Richardson, Bruneau, Moxley, Noordyke, Rissi  
In favor of Member Bruneau as the Planning Commission Representative to the ZBA: 
Noordhoek, Engel, Rowland 

A nomination was made by Chair Noordyke to appoint Member Rowland as the 
Planning Commission Representative for the Village Design and Review 
Subcommittee. Supported by Member Bruneau. Member Rowland accepted the 
nomination. 

A nomination was made by Member Engel to appoint Member Rissi as the Planning 
Commission Representative for the Village Design and Review Subcommittee. 
Supported by Member Richardson. Member Rissi accepted the nomination. 

A vote carried 6 to 1 with 1 abstention to appoint Member Rowland as the Planning 
Commission Representative for the Village Design and Review Subcommittee.  
In favor: Noordhoek, Bruneau, Moxley, Noordyke, Rissi, Rowland 
Opposed: Engel 
Abstained: Richardson 

ARTICLE 10. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak 

  There was no one wishing to speak.  

ARTICLE 11. Any other business  

Member Moxley noted that there is a Farmland Preservation Subcommittee meeting on 
January 24 at 8:00 am at the Cascade Township Office.  

Member Bruneau questioned why legal counsel was not in attendance to present the 
commission with documents discussed at the previous meeting. He expressed the 
difficulty of holding a public hearing without reviewing the documents beforehand. 
Member Rissi suggested canceling and rescheduling the public hearing. ZA Smith-Jacoby 
stated that she had sent the documents from Attorney Homier to Chair Noordyke the 
previous week.  Chair Noordyke apologized for being out of the loop and requested she 
send the documents to the new Chair. 

Member Engel expressed his gratitude to Chair Noordyke for the commendable work he 
has accomplished in his role as Chair.  

Member Rissi said there is usually a copy of the Bylaws, code of conduct, and other 
documents included in the meeting packet for review for the first meeting of the year. 
He thought it would be good to include it in the next meeting. 

ARTICLE 12. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Member Engel to adjourn the meeting. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 8 to 0. The meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm.   
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Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 








































