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AGENDA 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP                     

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, October 25, 2023 

7:00 P.M. 
Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Drive SE, Grand Rapids 49546 
 

Public may access the meeting via video conference software Zoom 
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81664603678 

 
Meeting ID: 816 6460 3678                                     
By Phone: 1 312 626 6799 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations 
 Hope Network Service Update  
  
Article 5. Public Comments - Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a 

public hearing. (Limit comments to 3 minutes)  
  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a. Receive and File Minutes 
                                   1. Township Board Meeting–10/11/23 
   2. Planning Commission-9/11/23 & 9/18/23     
  b. Receive and File Reports 

1. Building Department–September 2023 
2. Treasurer Department-August 2023 

  c. Receive and File Education Requests 
                                   1.  
                        d. Receive and File Communication  
                                   1. 
 

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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Article 7. Financial Actions 
a. Financial Statement September 2023 
b. Request for Invoices to be paid on 10/26/2023 

                        
Article 8.        Unfinished Business 

 
None 

                                                       
Article 9. New Business  
          

087-2023   Consider Approval of Contract with Design Forum Inc. for 
architectural and engineering services for the design of the pavilion 
at Friendship Park, not to exceed $30,000  

  
088-2023   Consider Approval of Contract with Native Edge for 
Phases II-IV of Friendship Park, not to exceed $36,615  
 
089-2023   Consider Approval of Contract with Native Edge for 
Landscape Installation-Trees, Shrubs, Perennials at Friendship Park, 
not to exceed $184,050  
 
090-2023   Consider a Resolution to Establish a Commemorative 
Bench Donation Policy (Roll Call) 
 
091-2023   Consider PFAS Committee Appointments 
 

Article 10.      Discussion 
 
Article 11.  Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the agenda or 

not. (Limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 12. Manager Comments 
 
Article 13. Board Member Comments  
 
Article 14. Adjournment 
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MINUTES OF THE 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, October 11, 2023 

Wisner Center 
2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 
And Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.        
HYBRID FORMAT                                    

                                                                                                                    
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Korstange, 
Trustees Koessel, Shipley, McDonald and Noordhoek 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Township Manager Jade Smith, Deputy Clerk Jager, Parks 
and Rec. Dir. Manion, Attorney Scott Hogan-Foster Swift, Attorney Doug 
Van Essen-Legacy Litigation Group and those listed in the Supplement 
 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Supervisor Lesperance submitted an amendment to the agenda by adding a 
closed session to item 069-2023.  Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by 
Trustee McDonald to approve the amended agenda.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

Article 4. Presentations  
None 
  

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 
hearing. (Limit comments to 3 minutes)  
1. Scott Rissi-7238 Cascade Rd.-requested consideration of renewing the 

Tuffy lease for income generated toward park development. 
2. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct-spoke in support of terminating the 

Tuffy lease. 
     

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a. Receive and File Minutes 
                                   1. Township Board Meeting–9/27/23 
  b. Receive and File Reports 

None 
  c. Receive and File Education Requests 
                                       None 

d. Receive and File Communication  
None 

Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve the 
Consent Agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                 
a. Request for Invoices to be paid on 10/12/2023 
Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 8.         Unfinished Business 

  
069-2023   Consider Approval of Resolution to Terminate Lease and Buy 
Out F&F Service Center (Roll Call) 
Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to enter into 
closed session.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. Motion by 
Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel to resume open session.  
Motion carried unanimously. Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by 
Trustee Shipley to approve resolution as directed in closed session. Motion 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
Article 9.         New Business 

 
085-2023   Consider Approval for Contractor for Friendship Park  
Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Koessel to approve 
selection of Harder & Warner as contractor for construction of Friendship 
Park not to exceed $556,108 and contract approval by Township legal 
counsel. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
086-2023   Consider Resolution to Approve Provider Agreement for Kent 
County Water Main Extension (Roll Call) 
Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel to approve. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
Article 10. Discussion 
 None 
 
Article 11.       Public Comments 

1. Ken VanDerKolk-7200 Leyton-inquired if the ARPA funds will apply to 
river restoration.  Supervisor Lesperance responded that the issue is in 
litigation. 

2. Walter Bujak-County Commissioner District 21-6639 Thornapple River 
Dr-filed a report with the KCRC on unlawful use of roads for sand trucks.  

3. Kenneth Carey-2929 Thornapple River Dr-spoke on construction truck 
traffic hazards on Township roads related to airport construction. 
 

Article 12. Manager Comments 
1. Manager Smith thanked Scott Rissi for a tour of the Thornapple River.  

The Township was awarded a $450,000 grant from Right Place.  2024 
Budget is underway. Fire station open house is Nov 2, 2023 at 5 pm. 
PFAS progress is encouraging with a meeting on stage 2 next week. 
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Article 13. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Shipley thanked those in attendance for coming to the meeting, 
requests engineer review of sediment release into the Thornapple River, 
and acknowledged traffic complaints in the Township.  

2. Trustee Koessel thanked Commissioner Bujak and Attorney Van Essen 
for funding work on PFAS. 

3. Trustee McDonald suggested opt-in text reminders of board meetings. 
 

Article 14. Adjournment   
Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to adjourn.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

                        Meeting adjourned at 8:23 pm.    
 
 
Jennifer Jager 
Deputy Clerk 
 

 
 
 
Approved by: 
 

 
________________________________ 
Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 
 

     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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Minutes 
Cascade Charter Township 

Planning Commission 
Monday, September 11, 2023 

7:00 pm 
2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 

 

ARTICLE 1. Chair Noordyke called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present: Noordhoek, Moxley, Noordyke, Engel, Bruneau, Rowland 
 Members Absent: Richardson, Rissi 
 Others Present: Planning Director Brian Hilbrands, Zoning Administrator (ZA) Madison 

Smith-Jacoby, and others listed on the sign-in sheet.  

ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance 

ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda 

Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the current agenda. Supported by 
Member Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

ARTICLE 4. Disclose any conflict of interest 

  There were no conflicts of interest disclosed.  

ARTICLE 5. Approve the Minutes of the August 21, 2023 Meeting  

 Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the August 21, 2023 meeting minutes 
as written. Supported by Member Bruneau. Motion carried 5 to 0.  (Noordyke 
abstains). 

ARTICLE 6. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak  

Kenneth Carey (2929 + 2923 Thornapple River) expressed understanding that Cascade 
has been seeking to create more of a village feel throughout the township. He said there 
have been many individuals looking to acquire his properties. Carey wanted to bring 
awareness to the Planning Commission to give background on his property and his 
desire to have them rezoned to allow for office or commercial uses.  

ARTICLE 7. Case #23-3786/Deppe  

  Property Address: 1878 Country Brook Dr 

Requested Action: Seeking a Type I Special Use Permit for an 8-foot-tall fence. 

ZA Smith-Jacoby presented the case and explained that the applicants are seeking an 8ft 
tall fence to prevent deer from getting into their large garden area. The fence will be 
dark black and was proposed to be 2ft above the standard height due to land grading. 
They will only be adding a fence around the garden, not the perimeter of their whole 
property. Letters of support were received by neighbors and Staff did not indicate any 
negative impacts on neighboring individuals or obstruction of view from the road.  
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Staff recommended approval with consideration of a potential condition for the design 
of the fence to allow for some transparency for light and air. 

Dean Deppe (1878 Country Brook) said the fence will be black chain-link to protect his 
hosta plants and he is also considering having a portion of the fence be only 6ft tall 
between his driveway and a neighbor’s. 

Member Bruneau expressed empathy with deer eating plants, but he did not want to 
set a precedent and felt there are other solutions. Deppe added that they have 1,400 
hosta plants.  

ZA Smith-Jacoby noted that the deer population is increasing and there may be an 
uptick in similar requests. If this becomes more common, it would be addressed with a 
zoning ordinance amendment.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to open public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

There was no one who wished to speak.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley, Motion carried 6 to 0.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the Special Use Permit allowing for an 
8-foot-tall fence. Supported by Member Noordhoek. Motion carried 4 to 2. 

ARTICLE 8. Case #23-3787/King 

  Property Address: 6820 Burton St 

Requested Action: Seeking a Type I Special Use Permit for an 8-foot-tall fence. 

ZA Smith-Jacoby presented the case and said the applicant is seeking approval for an 8ft 
tall fence to block the view of the neighbor’s recreational vehicle. Since her neighbor is 
permitted to store their RV there, installation of an 8ft tall fence stretching 50 ft has 
been requested.  

Chuck King, the applicant’s son, attended the meeting to speak on his mother’s behalf. 
He stated that his mom is a master gardener and has had to look at this RV for years 
since the Township changed their storage rules.  

ZA Smith-Jacoby mentioned that the township had contacted the RV owner, but there 
was no interest in storing it elsewhere. 

Motion was made by Member Engel to open public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

Ginny Wanty (6255 Heathmoor Ct) is a friend of the applicant and stated that King’s 
neighbors will also run their RV periodically, causing exhaust issues.  

Scot VanSolkema (2570 Orange Ave) stated he is fine with the fence but wondered why 
she couldn’t plant shrubs instead.  
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Mike Cronk (6830 Burton St) is a neighbor of the applicant and has no issues with the 
fence.   

Rosalva Clap, owner of 3 homes in Cascade, said if the applicant were to plant bushes, 
deer would eat them.  

Joann King, the applicant, said the township previously did not allow parking of campers 
on home sites in 2014. She stated that ZA Smith-Jacoby has been great help to her.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

Member Rowland suggested having the Zoning Board review RV standards so if a 
recreational vehicle obstructs a neighbor's view, the owner should have to put up a 
fence. 

Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the Special Use Permit allowing for an 
8-foot-tall fence. Supported by Member Noordhoek. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

ARTICLE 9. Case #23-3746 

  Property Address: 5745 Whitneyville Ave 

Requested Action: Type II Special Use Permit to construct a commercial composting 
operation.  

Planning Director Hilbrands presented the case and explained the applicant is 
requesting a Type II Special Use Permit to allow for commercial composting operation in 
the Agricultural and Rural Conservation zoning district. The Planning Commission 
previously forwarded a positive recommendation to the Township Board and the Board 
decided to send the application back for further consideration. There were concerns 
expressed about the on-site retail and potential negative effects the operation may have 
on neighboring properties. 

The applicants provided a letter, located in the packet, with information addressing 
concerns. They describe measures being taken to prevent odor and contaminants from 
leaving the site along with a plan for runoff.   

There have been additional conditions added to address the Township Board’s 
concerns. Planning Director Hilbrands suggested an edit to condition 13 to read, “If the 
composting operation is discontinued, any contamination and all composting material 
and composting intakes must be remediated and removed off of the site.” 

Staff recommended forwarding a positive recommendation back to the Township Board 
with the 13 conditions listed in the packet. 

Chair Noordyke reiterated for the audience that this meeting is not to approve the 
Wormies operation, as it has previously been approved by former Township staff. 

Member Noordhoek expressed concern with the commercial aspect of the Special Use 
Permit. Planning Director Hilbrands said the applicants are not necessarily proposing 



Cascade Charter Township, Planning Commission Minutes – September 11, 2023 
 

that, rather that is the way the zoning ordinance is written. A zoning amendment can be 
made in the future to exclude the word “commercial.” One of the proposed conditions 
also limits sales on the property to appointment only. 

Luis Chen, the applicant, agreed that the “commercial” title is not applicable, as they are 
a farm composting operation with associated sales. He addressed an issue with 
condition number 10 regarding the request to plant 5 trees. Chen said it is unfair 
because there is not a house built there yet, there is natural screening from a hill, and it 
may cost up to $5,000.  

Member Rowland asked if the applicant had an issue with the condition limiting sales by 
appointment. Chen noted that it seemed unfair to include that as a condition, but that is 
how they were planning to operate.  

Member Bruneau questioned whether condition number 9 could be reworded to 
include what is allowed, opposed to what is not allowed. Planning Director Hilbrands 
explained it was written that way since the items singled out were most likely to cause 
smell or attract bugs and animals.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to open public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

Laurel Johnson (5640 Whitneyville Ave) stated the applicants have stated their intention 
to have school groups visit for educational programming. She explained how there have 
been no discussion on how they will make this operation ADA compliant for these 
school groups and classes. 

Daren Stedman (5539 Whitneyville) said they have already planted 100 trees and he did 
not understand the pushback for the 5 additional trees.  

Jim Beary (5651 Whitneyville) is the property owner who requested the trees be planted 
along his property line. He explained the request is to insure the enjoyment of his 
property.   

Alice VanTuinen (5527 Whitneyville) stated she was unaware this was already approved. 
It was her understanding that someone previously gave permission, but she is 
disappointed. She wanted Cascade to maintain the community’s natural beauty.  

Chandler Michalsky (5745 Whitneyville) agreed with the previous comment and 
presented a picture of green space, stating that the entire northeast portion of the 
property will be left wild for pollinators, songbirds, and butterflies.  

Gerald Alexander (5860 Whitneyville) stated there is increased traffic in the area and 
does not want more. He suggested adding a flashing red light to the intersection at 60th 
St.  

Del Warner (5488 Whitneyville) did not understand why there would be a commercial 
business in the middle of a residential area.  
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Scot VanSolkema (2570 Orange) had a discussion with the applicant earlier and learned 
he purchased the land, with promise from a previous township employee, that he could 
operate his business here. He further stated the area is zoned for agriculture, the 
applicants use no pesticides or chemicals, and that limiting sales is not how America 
works.  

Rudy Klein (5542 Whitneyville) wondered if anyone would want this business sitting in 
their backyard. 

Megan Kroll with Miller Johnson LLC is the legal counsel for Wormies. She thanked the 
commission for their thoughtful consideration of the application. She stated the 
applicant has done everything asked of them repeatedly and hopes they can reach 
approval tonight. Kroll explained they received a substantial grant from the State of 
Michigan conditioned on receiving expansion approval by December.    

Criag Rumschlag (8456 Laural Ridge) wanted members to consider other products the 
applicants might be growing, such as marijuana.  

A letter was submitted to Township staff prior to the meeting: 

“To the Zoning Board of Cascade Township 

To be read into the zoning commission minutes 9/11/2023. Whitneyville has survived 
for more than a century as a community of family homes and neighborly interactions. 
New residential developments and many interdenominational churches. Traffic has 
increase with many aggregate trucks passing there at 50 miles per hour and causing 
difficulty accessing private drives, additional truck traffic will further impact private 
residences but is this the best plan to allow industrial development in Cascade? When 
there are ample areas for industrial type businesses along the 36th Street, 32nd Street 
and Patterson corridors. 

Leave Whitneyville to residential housing along with the turkeys and deer populations 
shared as a country community. 

Residences of Whitneyville in opposition to the proposed recycling operation in our 
community.” 

The letter was signed by 12 property owners along Whitenyville Ave. 

Motion was made by Member Engel to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

Chair Noordyke said that ADA compliance is something to consider, especially if there 
will be field trips there. Planning Director Hilbrands said from a zoning perspective they 
do not have ADA requirements, but there might be building code requirements.  

Member Bruneau expressed reservations on making provisions based on the potential 
that someone will build in the future. He also was not supportive of conditions 10 and 
11.  
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Member Noordhoek did not believe Wormies would generate enough traffic to the 
point of Kent County conducting a traffic study. Regarding by-appointment sales, he 
figured the commission and Wormies are on the same page that limiting the number of 
people coming in at random hours during the day would be beneficial. 

Member Rowland suggested having a small window during the day where sales could 
take place and anything outside that time frame is by-appointment.  

Motion was made by Member Rowland to accept the additional conditions suggested 
with the removal of number 10, revisions to number 11 to include retail sale hours of 
operation conducted between 11am-3pm with anything outside those hours being 
appointment only, and the proposed amendments to Condition 13 as stated by staff. 
Supported by Member Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

ARTICLE 10. Old Business 

  There was no old business to discuss.  

ARTICLE 11. Any Other Business 

Planning Director Hilbrands said the initial meeting for the Village Design Review 
Committee was recently held. The purpose of this committee is to analyze the current 
regulations and see what should be altered. 

Member Bruneau wondered how the deer population issue could get better managed. 
He believes that everyone will start asking for 8’ tall fences. 

ARTICLE 12. Acknowledge any visitors and those wishing to speak. 

  There was no one that wished to speak. 

ARTICLE 13. Adjournment  

Motion was made by Member Engel to adjourn the meeting. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0. The meeting adjourned at 8:36 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 
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Minutes 
Cascade Charter Township 

Planning Commission 
Monday, September 18, 2023 

7:00 pm 
2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 

 

ARTICLE 1. Chair Noordyke called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present: Noordhoek, Richardson, Moxley, Noordyke, Engel, Rissi, Bruneau, 

Rowland 
 Members Absent: None 
 Others Present: Planning Director Brian Hilbrands, Zoning Administrator (ZA) Madison 

Smith-Jacoby, and those listed on the sign-in sheet.  

ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance 

ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda 

Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the current agenda. Supported by 
Member Rissi. Motion carried 8 to 0. 

ARTICLE 4. Disclose any conflict of interest 

  There was no conflict of interest disclosed.  

ARTICLE 5. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak  

 There was no one wishing to speak.  

ARTICLE 6. Case #23-3784/Tsaturov  

  Property Address: 3680 Buttrick Ave 

Requested Action: Seeking a Type I Special Use permit for an accessory building 
exceeding 832sqft. 

ZA Smith-Jacoby presented the case and mentioned it doesn’t appear the applicant is 
present. ZA Smith-Jacoby explained that the applicants recently received approval for a 
variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals on the building placement and are now 
seeking a Type I special use permit for their proposed 2,800sqft pole barn. The building 
will be used for their RV, various other vehicles, and personal storage. Some nearby 
properties with comparable parcel sizes have similar-sized accessory buildings, with the 
average being 2,200sqft. This request will not have a negative impact on adjacent 
properties as it will be screened by trees. She also noted that the Road Commission may 
require a curb cut. 

Staff recommended approval with the conditions listed in the packet. 
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Member Engel questioned whether there had been previous approval for accessory 
buildings that are larger than the home. ZA Smith-Jacoby confirmed that in the ARC 
district, it is not uncommon to have larger assessor buildings compared to homes. 

Members wanted clarification from the applicant on the location of the septic tank and 
drain field.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to open public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 8 to 0.  

There was no one wishing to speak.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Engel. Motion carried 8 to 0.  

Member Bruneau question whether the applicant could create a separate driveway 
from the west side of his property.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to table this case until next meeting where more 
clarification can be given by the applicant on drain fields, commercial use, and other 
uses for storage, and to ensure that the applicant be present. Supported by Member 
Engel. Motion carried 8 to 0.  

ARTICLE 7. Case #23-3789/Kraft & 60th East LLC 

  Property Address: 5580, 5950 & 5980 Kraft Ave and 5737 & 5795 60th St 

Requested Action: Basic Plan Review for the creation of a proposed PUD for a light 
industrial development project. 

Planning Director Hilbrand presented the case and explained the applicant is requesting 
a basic plan review to create a new PUD to allow for a light industrial project consisting 
of 3 buildings with associated parking lots and driveways located on 27 acres. The site 
will include a 236,000sqft painter building, a 227,000sqft assembly building, and 
140,000sqft warehouse building. All of the uses appear to be permitted in the 
transitional industrial zoning district, but the applicant should provide additional detail 
regarding the proposed uses for the site. The applicant is planning to have 314 parking 
spaces, whereas the zoning ordinance states they should have 798 parking spaces. 
Currently, the site is comprised of 5 separate parcels which will need to be combined to 
avoid buffer yard and setback issues.  

The Master Plan designates this area as transitional mixed use, which allows for similar 
uses to the transitional industrial zoning district, as long as utilities are available. Utility 
extensions will be reviewed by the City of Grand Rapids and Cascade Township’s 
engineer. The applicant will also need approval from the Road Commission regarding 
curb cuts. 

Motion was made by Member Bruneau to table the Basic Plan Review until Cascade 
Township’s Manager can give input regarding potential PFAS issues. Supported by 
Member Moxley. Motion carried 7 to 1.    
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ARTICLE 8. Master Plan Amendments 

Danielle Bouchard with McKenna attended the meeting to give an overview of proposed 
amendments to the Future Land Use Map and preliminary zoning recommendations. 
The proposed draft Future Land Use Map consists of several new designations including 
Redevelopment Mixed Uses, Centennial Mixed Used, Boulevard Mixed Use, Cascade 
Village expansion, Greenfield Mixed Use, and Airport Greenway. 

Member Rissi noted that McGraw Park should be shown on the Future Land Use Map. 

Bouchard discussed proposed amendments listed in McKenna’s Memorandum. The 
Utility Service Boundary was slightly adjusted to accommodate existing barriers such as 
the Thornapple River, M-6, and I-96. Regarding farmland preservation, she suggested to 
rename the Rural Residential Future Land Use category to “Rural Preservation” while 
providing distinction between farmland and rural preservation. Some other suggestions 
for the Farmland Preservation district included a sliding scale for lot splits, prohibiting 
PUDs and construction of private roads, and allowing rezonings to R-1 only if within the 
utility service boundary. A proposal was made to designate the area east of the airport 
as Airport Greenway and to also include the Airport Safety Zones. 

Bouchard elaborated on density maximums, land uses and height requirements for each 
designation, which are stated in further detail within the meeting packet. Some points 
proposed were the 28th Street corridor splitting into several future land use categories, 
the centennial mixed used designation allowing 8 to 12 dwelling units per acre, and for 
the Boulevard mixed use having 8 to 12 dwelling units per acre with a commercial first 
floor.  

Member Bruneau questioned why the proposed village designation goes slightly west of 
D&W. Bouchard said the proposal to expand the Cascade Village designation will lead to 
splitting the village into different zoning districts, subsequently allowing for more 
flexibility in regards to design requirements and allowed uses. 

Members discussed and decided to add the properties across from Tassell Park, 
beginning at 2965 Thornapple River Drive, to the Cascade Village designation, along with 
the Tuffy building and doctor’s office. 

Member Rissi wanted the utility service boundary to exclude the airport greenway area 
and dial it back to Buttrick and end at I-96.  

Members discussed potentially redesignating the Quail Ridge area into a park target 
area with potential for residential. The area across from Peace Park, east of McGraw 
Park, will also be considered a park target area. 

Member Bruneau noticed the request to acknowledge the airport’s future runways was 
not taken into account and advised Bouchard to include that.  

Majority of Members agreed to limit the height of buildings to 2 to 3 stories with up to 8 
dwellings per acre in the Redevelopment Mixed Use, Centennial Mixed Use, and 
Boulevard Mixed Use areas.    
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Bouchard explained that allowing higher density with more stories encourages 
redevelopment opportunities and allows developers to be more creative. Targeted 
density can be used as a tool to help lessen development pressure in rural areas. 

Member Bruneau questioned how they could attract a variety of ages and 
demographics into Cascade with the current lack of multifamily dwellings, such as 
condos above stores.  

Member Noordhoek expressed concern about the Farmland Preservation district's 
requirement for homes on a minimum of 10 acres to preserve their land. 

The next step will be for the Planning Commission to hold a work session sometime in 
October to continue to review the proposed amendments to the Future Land Use Map 
and the preliminary zoning recommendations. 

ARTICLE 9. Old Business 

Chair Noordyke along with Planning Director Hilbrands and Zoning Administrator Smith-
Jacoby visited the Wormies site and noted the area did not smell and did not see any 
evidence of growing marijuana on the property. 

ARTICLE 10. Any Other Business 

Member Bruneau asked if there was a plan to extend water and sewer and said it may 
be helpful for residents to be informed.  

Member Moxley saw a news article in the Grand Rapids Press stating that the Michigan 
Attorney General is suing the airport for PFAS contamination in Cascade Township. 

ARTICLE 11. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak. 

  There was no one wishing to speak.  

ARTICLE 12. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to adjourn the meeting. Supported by Member 
Engel. Motion carried 8 to 0. The meeting adjourned at 9:36 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 















































































 

 

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 

MEETING DATE: October 25, 2023 

 

 

ITEM:       Consider a Resolution to Establish a Commemorative Bench Donation Policy. 

 

PRESENTER: Melanie Manion, Parks and Recreation Director 

 

INDIVIDUAL PRESENT:   

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  The Parks Committee has developed a Commemorative Bench 

Donation Policy to more accurately capture the costs associated with the purchase, installation 

and maintenance of park benches. Additionally, the Parks Committee would like to utilize 

bench donations as a means to secure donations for the parks.  

 

It appears the current bench donation form was implemented in 2011. The $500 donation does 

not adequately capture the costs of the bench, shipping, installation and long-term 

maintenance. For example, the purchase price alone of bench used within Cascade Township 

Parks is more than $500 today. The proposed policy correctly captures the current costs 

associated with a park bench, in addition to a donation to the park system.  

 

If the Parks Department was in great need of benches, having the costs associated with the 

purchase and installation would be a great benefit. Fortunately, over the years, donations have 

populated our parks with numerous benches. At this point, the demand for donating a bench is 

high, as the need for benches has dropped. For this reason, the Parks Committee believes that 

this is the time to transition to utilizing benches as a means to financially support the Parks 

Department, while providing a long-term asset to commemorate a loved one in a public space. 

 

Committee members reviewed numerous other parks and park-like organizations bench 

donation policies. Secretary Engel developed the proposed Commemorative Bench Donation 

Policy based on this research and discussion amongst committee members and Township staff. 

At the October 17 Parks Committee Meeting, the Parks Committee unanimously voted to 

recommended the Commemorative Park Bench Policy.  

 

STRATEGIC PLANS/GOALS:   Cascade Township Strategic Plan 2022; Parks and Trails; Priority 5; 

Task 5-3; Approach private businesses and individuals to solicit philanthropic funding of park 

facilities, pathways and programming.   

 

ACTION REQUESTED: Consider adoption of a new Commemorative Bench Policy as 

recommended by the Parks Committee. 



CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

COMMEMORATIVE BENCH DONATION POLICY AND APPLICATION 

 

 

POLICY OVERVIEW 
 

The Cascade Township Parks and Recreation Department welcomes the opportunity to work with donors 

interested in honoring or memorializing significant individuals in their lives. Your kind gift will allow the 

township to provide an attractive, durable bench and commemorative plaque in a location that is 

meaningful to the donor and honoree. 
 

THE DETAILS 
 

•   All benches will be approximately six feet in length made of weather-resistant composite. 

Specific bench design will be determined by the Parks Department. Plaques will be inlaid bronze, 

4” x 8”, and inscribed in accordance with the donor’s wishes as designated on the attached 

application form. The township reserves the right to review the proposed inscription to ensure 

compliance with applicable state and federal law. 

• The township will make every effort to honor the donor’s wishes as to the bench’s location, 

including the specific park, trail, or pathway.   The Parks Director reserves the right to work with 

the donor to ensure the final location aligns with the township’s master plan, a particular park’s 

needs, and otherwise provides users with optimal access and usability. 

• The township will maintain the bench for a minimum of ten years, after which time it may be 

replaced when and as/if needed. The original donor has the right of first refusal on renewing or 

replacing the bench at that time. 

• The donor cost of a commemorative bench and plaque is $5,000, or $2500 for veterans, with 

the proceeds being used to purchase, install, and maintain the bench, as well as providing 

continued support for our wonderful park system here in Cascade. The donation must be 

completed prior to the ordering of the bench and plaque. 

• Once the donation is received and the inscription and location are confirmed, township staff will 

complete installation within six months. This timeline could vary, depending on weather or 

materials availability. 

•   Exceptions to this policy may be considered at the discretion of the Parks Director or Board of 

Trustees.  
 

THE BENEFITS 
 

Cascade Township is blessed with incredible natural and recreational resources including lakes, rivers, 

pathways, parks, and open spaces. Your support provides users of all ages the opportunity to experience 

these gifts, on their own terms, while at the same time recognizing those positive influences that have 

made a difference in your life.  A win-win, all the way around. Thank you for making a difference!



 

 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
 

COMMEMORATIVE BENCH DONATION APPLICATION 
 

 

 

Donor(s) Name: 
 

Street Address:                                                    City:                               _ State:            Zip:    
 

Cell:                                                 Home phone:                                  _ Email:     
 

 

 

Preferred bench location (optional): 
 

 

 

Plaque inscription:  A maximum of 72 letters/characters, on up to 4 lines. A final proof of the inscription 

and layout will be provided to the donor prior to placing the order for the plaque. 
 

 

 

Inscription language: 
 

                                                                                                                                                       _ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment:  Checks may be made payable to “Cascade Charter Township”. Please contact the Cascade 

Township Clerk for additional payment options. The completed application and check may be mailed to 

Cascade Charter Township, 5920 Tahoe Dr, Grand Rapids, MI 49546. They may also be dropped off at the 

Cascade Township Hall during normal business hours or placed in the secure, after-hours receptacle 

located in front of the building. 



 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  increase revenue to support Parks Department. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN:  Upon approval by the Board of Trustees, a new bench donation form 

will be put on the website. Additionally, staff and committee members will begin offering this 

as a means to support the Parks Department. 

 

DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 

 

MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Approval 

 

MODEL RESOLUTION:   I move to approve a resolution to adopt the Commemorative Park Bench 

Policy as recommended by the Parks Committee.  

  

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Commemorative Park Bench Policy Draft 

2. Commemorative Park Bench Donation Resolution 


