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MINUTES OF THE 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, January 22, 2025 

Wisner Center 
2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 
And Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.        
HYBRID FORMAT   

                                                                                                                        
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Korstange, Trustees 
Shipley, Rissi, Noordyke and Noordhoek 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Finance & Budget Director Nenciarini, Manager Smith, Fire Chief 
Magers, Fire Marshall Pell, Engineer Thorne, Deputy Clerk Jager and those listed in 
the Supplement 
 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Treasurer Korstange to approve the 
agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 4. Presentations  

None 
  

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public hearing. 
(Limit comments to 3 minutes)  

  None 
  
Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a. Receive and File Minutes 

    1. Township Board Meeting–1/8/25 
    2. Planning Commission-12/16/24      

  b. Receive and File Reports 
    1. Treasurer Report-Nov 2024     

  c.  Receive and File Communication         
Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Rissi to approve Consent Agenda.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                 

a. Request for Invoices to be paid on 1/23/25  
Motion by Treasurer Korstange, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to approve. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 8.           Unfinished Business 

None  
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Article 9.           New Business 
004-2025 Consider Approval of Purchase of Replacement Fire Department Vehicle 
Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Noordyke to approve.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
005-2025 Consider Approval of 2025 Local Roads Program with Kent County Road 
Commission Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Rissi to approve.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
006-2025 Consider Approval of Thornapple River SAD Treatment Contract Motion 
by Trustee Rissi, seconded by Treasurer Korstange to approve.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
007-2025 Consider Approval of Award of the Construction Services Contracts for 
Interior Renovation at the Cascade Library Building and Amend the FY25 Budget 
Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Clerk Slater to approve.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
008-2025 Consider Approval of First Reading of Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 
282-Parks and Recreation Areas Motion by Trustee Noordyke, seconded by Trustee 
Shipley to approve.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
009-2025 Consider Approval of Planning, Parks and ZBA Committee Appointments 
Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Treasurer Korstange to approve.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
010-2025 Consider Approval of Zoning Ordinance Update Ad Hoc Committee & 
Appoint Members Motion by Trustee Rissi, seconded by Trustee Shipley to 
approve.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 10. Discussion 

None 
 
Article 11.         Public Comments 

1. Nick Katsarelas-2985 Burrwick SE-appreciated the improvements on the bridge; 
questioned how Township will involve community with ideas for development 
of site. 

2. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct-requested illegal signs removal throughout 
the Township. He inquired why residence is prohibited on 20-acre parcel of 
Shaggy Pines Dog Park. 

 
Article 12. Manager Comments  

1. Township newsletter will be sent soon and contains updates on the Tuffy 
property. 

2. Road variances will be discussed with Kent County Road Commission. 
3. Township office will remain open in inclement weather. 

 
Article 13. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Shipley thanked those in attendance.   
2. Trustee Noordyke, in light of the tragic fires in California, expressed thanks to 

Fire Chief Magers and the Township Fire Department for their thorough and 
professional work. He welcomed Robert Cribbs to service on Planning 
commission.   
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3. Trustee Rissi echoed agreement with Trustee Noordyke’s comments. 
   

Article 14. Adjournment   
Motion by Clerk Slater, seconded by Trustee Noordyke to adjourn.  Motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:38 pm.    

 
 
 
Jennifer Jager 
Deputy Clerk 

 
 

Approved by: 
 
________________________________ 
Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 
 
     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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MINUTES 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

MONDAY, January 6, 2025 

5:30 pm 

2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 

 

 

ARTICLE 1. Community Planning and Development Director (CP&D Director) Andrea 

Hendrick called the meeting to order at 5:32 pm. 

Members Present: Bruneau, Korstange, Kraemer, Rowland, Richardson  

Members Absent: None 

Others Present: Community Planning and Development Director (CP&D 

Director) Andrea Hendrick, Zoning Administrator Ryan Sennett, Legal Counsel 

(LC) Leslie Abdoo of Foster Swift, Supervisor Grace Lesperance, Township 

Manager Jade Smith (via Zoom), and Planning Administrative Assistant Nick 

Govan. 

ARTICLE  2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda 

Member Bruneau proposed discussion of documented processes for zoning 

ordinance implementation and procedural process. Following brief deliberation 

regarding placement within existing agenda items and if the discussion could fit 

into other business, Member Bruneau withdrew the request.  

 

Motion was made by Member Bruneau to approve the current agenda. 

Supported by Member Rowland. Motion carried 5 to 0. 

ARTICLE 4. Disclose any Conflict of Interest 

There were no concerns voiced. 

ARTICLE 5. Approve the Minutes of the December 16, 2024 Meeting. 

Commissioners provided a list of clarifications and changes that needed 

addressing: 

1. Article 9. Revision to specify the schedule was accepted “as modified” 

rather than “as presented”. 

2. Article 9. Inclusion of Treasurer Korstange comment stating, “The first 

meeting will be then at 7:00 pm on January, whatever date that is, and at 

that time, we'll talk about the date or the time for the meetings.”. 

3. Article 9. Inclusion of Treasurer Korstange comments The Zoning re-

write will be going to a subcommittee appointed by the board and then it 

will come to the Planning Commission at least 30 days prior to being on 

our agenda and that the Planning Commission will have a full 30 days to 

review the zoning changes along with the current zoning. 

Motion was made by Member Bruneau to approve the Minutes of the 

December 16, 2024 meeting with the edits provided. Supported by Member 

Richardson. Motion carried 5 to 0. 

ARTICLE 6. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak. 
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Township Supervisor Lesperance initiated discussion by thanking Member 

Richardson for his contributions to the Commission, particularly highlighting his 

work on the Township's Master Plan. Supervisor Lesperance presented an 

overview of the planned Zoning Ordinance review process. She explained that 

recent Master Plan updates and Zoning Map amendments had revealed the need 

for a comprehensive review to align with the Township's Strategic Plan and 

Master Plan. 

Member Bruneau expressed concerns about terminology and previous 

presentations of the draft zoning ordinance during its review, noting inconsistent 

characterizations of whether the process constituted a rewrite or more limited 

modifications. 

Treasurer Korstange, responding to these concerns, emphasized expectations 

would be clearly communicated at the first subcommittee meeting. Treasurer 

Korstange further noted the importance of clearly marking any changes, 

acknowledging it would be unreasonable to expect commissioners to identify 

modifications through word-by-word comparison of documents during their 30-

day review period. 

Supervisor Lesperance outlined the planned subcommittee composition, 

including CP&D Director Hendrick, Mrs. Bouchard of McKenna, Township 

Manager Jade Smith, Trustee Scott Rissi, Treasurer Korstange, and herself.  

During discussion of the subcommittee composition, Member Rowland 

expressed concern about adequate Planning Commission representation. He 

noted the Planning Commission would be the ones having to address any public 

concerns or discourse that arose from implementing new zoning provisions 

during application reviews.  

Member Bruneau further noted concerns about the Zoning Board of Appeals' 

practices, observing that despite clear statutory criteria for variances, ZBA 

decisions often appeared to deviate from the prescribed formulaic process. 

Legal Counsel Abdoo furnished clarification regarding statutory requirements 

and procedural frameworks, particularly addressing Planning Commission 

authorities under Michigan Planning Enabling Act. The Counsel detailed 

specific requirements. 

In discussing the zoning subcommittee, Member Bruneau offered his resignation 

if beneficial while maintaining the importance of inclusive participation and 

shared commitment to township service.  

Following discussion about adequate Planning Commission representation, 

Member Rowland requested that a Planning Commissioner be on the proposed 

subcommittee.  

Motion was made by Korstange to close public hearing to close public 

comment. Supported by Member Bruneau. Motion carried 5 to 0. 

ARTICLE 7. Appointment of 2025 Planning Commission 

Requested Action: Planning Commission to select 2025 Officers. 

The Commission commenced discussion of 2025 officer appointments with 

Treasurer Korstange nominating Member Bruneau for the position of Secretary. 

Member Bruneau immediately declined the nomination, citing specific concerns 

regarding previous experiences with minute review processes. Member Bruneau 

detailed instances where advance review efforts resulted in duplicative work. 
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Following Secretary position discussion, Treasurer Korstange proceeded to 

nominate Member Rowland for the position of Chairman and Member Kraemer 

for Vice Chair. During ensuing deliberation, Commissioner Rowland expressed 

reservation regarding appointment of a newly seated commissioner to the Vice 

Chair position, requesting respectful and careful consideration of tenure of sitting 

planning commissioner experience factors in leadership roles. 

 

Motion was made by Treasurer Korstange to appoint Member Rowland as 

Chair and Member Kraemer as Vice Chair. Supported by Member Kraemer.  

Roll Call Vote:  

Korstange: Yea 

Richardson: Abstained 

Bruneau: Nay 

Kraemer: Yea 

Rowland: Nay 

Motion failed due to lack of support 2 to 2. 

 

Motion made by Member Rowland to nominate Member Rowland as Chair 

and Member Bruneau as Vice Chair. Supported by Member Bruneau. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Korstange: Nay 

Richardson: Abstained 

Bruneau: Yea 

Kraemer: Yea 

Rowland: Yea 

Motion carried 3 to 1. 

In the absence of the election of a Secretary, Legal Counsel Abdoo provided 

clarification regarding the Recording Secretary requirements. Secretarial duties may 

be delegated to the Recording Secretary, CP&D Director Hendrick. The 

Commission concluded this portion of officer elections with recording secretary 

duties formally designated to staff, maintaining compliance with bylaws while 

ensuring efficient administrative operations. 

ARTICLE 8. 2025 Planning Commission Meeting Calendar 

Requested Action: Approve 2025 Meeting Calendar. 

Motion was made by Member Bruneau to accept proposed Planning 

Commission dates with the exception that September 15, 2025, be changed to 

September 8, 2025, so that the Planning Commission would have two meetings 

a month for regularity. Supported by Member Richardson.  

Motion carried 5 to 0. 

Treasurer Korstange initiated dialogue by advocating for 5:30 pm start time, citing 

personal schedule requirements beginning at 5:00 am daily. Member Bruneau 

expressed significant concern regarding this proposal, explaining consulting 

obligations with West Coast clients would preclude arrival before 7:00 pm due to 

time zone differentials. 

Questions arose regarding the origin of the 5:30 pm time proposal, at which 

point Township Manager Jade Smith, participating remotely, provided historical 

context. Manager Smith explained that comprehensive review of meeting times 

across all boards and commissions had commenced approximately one year 

prior, emphasizing focus on volunteer availability rather than staff preference. 

Manager Smith noted similar evaluations conducted with the DDA and other 
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township bodies. 

Motion was made by Member Kraemer to have the Planning Commission 

meetings at 5:30 pm. Supported by Treasurer Korstange.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Korstange: Yea 

Richardson: Abstained 

Bruneau: Nay 

Kraemer: Yea 

Rowland: Nay 

Motion failed due to lack of support 2 to 2. 

 

Motion was made by Member Rowland to have the Planning 

Commission meeting at 6:15 pm. Supported by Member Richardson. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Korstange: Nay 

Richardson: Yea 

Bruneau: Nay 

Kraemer: Yea 

Rowland: Yea 

Motion carried 3 to 2. 

Member Richardson made mention that looking at a start time of 6:15 pm would 

be confusing and look like a clerical error. More discussion ensued on meeting 

start time. 

Motion was made by Member Richardson to have the Planning Commission 

meetings at 6:00 pm. Supported by Member Kraemer. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Korstange: Yea 

Richardson: Yea 

Bruneau: Nay 

Kraemer: Yea 

Rowland: Yea 

Motion carried 4 to 1. 

Member Rowland asked if the meeting times could be reviewed in the future and 

changed if necessary.  

Legal Counsel Abdoo provided clarification regarding requirements for meeting 

time modifications. She emphasized necessity of proper public notice for any 

schedule changes and confirmed the Commission's authority to modify meeting 

times through proper procedural channels. 

ARTICLE 9. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak. 

There was no one wishing to speak. 

ARTICLE 10. Other Business 

Following the establishment of the 6:00 pm meeting time, Member Bruneau stated 

that he was going to resign due to his inability to make the meeting. He requested 

that a new Vice Chair be elected.  

Motion was made by Treasurer Korstange to nominate Member Kraemer as 

Vice Chair. Supported by Richardson.  

Motion carried 5 to 0. 

Member Richardson initiated discussion regarding public notice requirements 
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for planning applications. Chairman Rowland also felt that the current 300-foot 

notification radius fails to adequately inform affected residents, particularly for 

commercial developments with broader community impact.  

Legal Counsel Abdoo and CP&D Director Hendrick provided clarification 

regarding notification requirements, specifically addressing: 

1. The current 300-foot requirement represents the statutory minimum under 

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act 

2. The township maintains authority to expand notification requirements 

beyond statutory minimums 

3. Any established notification radius must apply uniformly regardless of 

municipal boundaries 

4. Different radii may be established for varying application types provided 

clear criteria exist. 

5. Changes to noticing requirements is a zoning ordinance amendment and 

needs to follow the amendment process.  

Treasurer Korstange raised the possibility of street-based notification criteria for 

residential applications, particularly citing concerns about cul-de-sac 

configurations where proximity-based notification might not adequately serve 

affected residents. Legal Counsel Abdoo advised that while street-based criteria 

could supplement radius-based requirements, they cannot replace them entirely. 

Also noting that this would be something that the Zoning subcommittee would 

address this. 

Chairman Rowland requested standardized templates for Planning Commission 

documents. CP&D Director Hendrick agreed.  

ARTICLE 11. Adjourn 

Motion was made by Treasurer Korstange to adjourn. Supported by Member 

Bruneau, Motion carried 5 to 0. The meeting adjourned at 8:38 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Andrea Hendrick, Community Planning and Development Director, Recording Secretary 































 
REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 

MEETING DATE: February 12, 2025 
 
 
ITEM:       Approval of An Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 282 – Parks and Recreation Areas   
 
PRESENTER:  Jade Smith, Township Manager & Dan Zwick, Parks & Facilities Director 
 
INDIVIDUAL PRESENT:  None Anticipated 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  Currently the Township has 4 different ordinances that govern Cascade 
Parks: Rec Park (2002), Tassell Park (2002), Peace Park (2010), and Burton Park (2010). The 
ordinances as they stand today address various park rules and use allowances that are specific to 
each park. In addition, the Township has acquired Wycliffe Park and Friendship Park that do not 
currently have ordinances governing them. There is a desire to create a more general ordinance 
that can assist in generating cohesive rules and regulations throughout Cascade’s park system. 
The current ordinances have inconsistent language that has generated questions from the public 
and created operational inefficiencies that can be addressed by an updated ordinance. The best 
way to accomplish the changes desired is to repeal and replace Chapter 282 in the Cascade Code 
of Ordinances that applies to all current and future parks.  
 
Staff has worked with the Townships legal counsel to prepare the attached ordinance that will 
address the concerns above.  
 
STRATEGIC PLANS/GOALS:   N/A   
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  None 
 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN:  Upon adoption, the ordinance will be published and take effect. 
 
DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION:   N/A 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Approval 
 
ACTION:   I move to approve An Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 282 – Parks and Recreation 
Areas.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. An Ordinance to Repeal and Replace Chapter 282 – Parks and Recreation Areas 
2. Current Ordinance 282 – Parks and Recreation Areas 
3. A Resolution to approve Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 282 – Parks and Recreation 

Areas 



CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE NO. 1-2025 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL AND REPLACE CHAPTER 282 “PARKS AND RECREATION 
AREAS” IN THE CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP CODE OF ORDINANCES 

Cascade Township ordains: 

Section 1. Repeal and Replace Chapter 282. Chapter 282 “Parks and Recreation Areas” of the 
Cascade Charter Township Code of Ordinances is repealed and replaced in its entirety as follows: 

ARTICLE I: GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 282-1. Purpose and Intent.  

This chapter governs uses, activities, and structures within all parks located within Cascade Charter 
Township. The Township Board finds that this article and the rules and regulations contained herein are 
essential for the health, safety, and welfare of persons using the park, as well as the owners and 
occupants of adjoining residential properties. This chapter is also intended to protect the natural beauty 
and environmental features of the park. 

§ 282-2. Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings indicated: 

CASCADE BURTON PARK 

Located at 6805 Burton Street, being approximately 80± acres in size (also known as Permanent 
Parcel No. 41-19-09-201-008). 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP PARK 

Located at 3810 Thornapple River Dr. SE, being approximately 55± acres in size (also known as 
Permanent Parcel No. 41-19-21-175-007). 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP PARK AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
(“COMMITTEE”) 

The committee appointed by the Cascade Charter Township Board from time to time and which 
is given the duties, powers, and responsibilities specified in this article. The Township Board 
may also delegate to the Committee the authority to issue permits and approvals as mentioned in 
this chapter. 

CASCADE PEACE PARK 

Located at 8900 Grand River Drive, being approximately 198± acres in size (also known as 
Permanent Parcel No. 41-19-11-200-021). 
 
FRIENDSHIP PARK 

Located at 2870 Jacksmith Ave, being approximately 3.5± acres in size (also known as 
Permanent Parcel No. 41-19-16-102-027, 41-19-16-126-039, and 41-19-16-126-038).  
 



LESLIE E. TASSELL PARK 

Located at 2900 Thornapple River Dr, being approximately 3.2± acres in size (also known as 
Permanent Parcel No. 41-19-16-203-028, 41-19-16-203-023, and 41-19-16-203-025). 
 
MICHAEL MCGRAW PARK 
 

Located at 8400 Grand River Dr. SE, being approximately 68± acres in size (also known as 
Permanent Parcel No. 41-19-02-126-004).   

THE “PARKS” 

Cascade Burton Park, Cascade Charter Township Park, Cascade Peace Park, Friendship Park, 
Leslie E. Tassell Park, Michael Mcgraw Park, Virgil Nishimura Westdale Memorial Park, and 
Wycliffe Trailhead Park are collectively referred to as the “parks” in this Chapter. 
 
VIRGIL NISHIMURA WESTDALE MEMORIAL PARK 

Located at 6895 Cascade Rd. SE, being approximately 0.40± acres in size (also known as 
Permanent Parcel No. 41-19-16-202-003). 
 
WYCLIFFE TRAILHEAD PARK 

Located at 2977 Wycliffe Dr. SE, being approximately 1.86± acres in size (also known as 
Permanent Parcel No. 41-19-16-230-007). 

 

ARTICLE II: PARK REGULATIONS 

§ 282-3. Park Activities. 

A. Only passive recreational (e.g., hiking, walking, cross-country skiing) activities are permitted in 
the parks unless otherwise identified in this section. Other uses and events as approved or 
specifically permitted by the Committee or the Township Board or Township Staff may be 
allowed within the parks. No other uses or activities shall occur in the parks. 

B. Cascade Charter Township Park. Both active and passive recreational activities are permitted 
within designated areas. This shall include tennis and pickleball in the tennis courts only, field 
sports in the ball fields area; playground activities in the playground area; picnics and gatherings 
in the pavilion areas, hiking and other events as approved or specifically permitted by the 
Township Board or Township StaffTownship Park and Recreation Committee. 

C. Leslie E. Tassell Park. Both active and passive recreational activities are permitted in the park 
within designated areas. This shall include picnics and gatherings in the pavilion areas, hiking, 
fishing and other events as approved or specifically permitted by the Township Board or 
Township StaffPark and Recreation Committee. 

1. Only the Wisner Pavilion, together with the Lower Terrace area, may be reserved for use by 
individuals or organizations by permit from the Township. 

a. The reservation of the pavilion and terrace area shall be limited to the following: 



1. Groups of no more than 50 people. 

2. No more than four hours. 

b.The Township will only allow the pavilion to be rented twice a month. 

c. The reservation shall be subject to fee and other specific rules and regulations 
adopted by the Township. Only the pavilion and terrace area, when reserved, are 
closed to the general public. 

D. The Township Board or Township StaffCommittee may designate from time-to-time portions of 
any park for specific uses. Specific uses may be prohibited by the Committee. Notices of 
prohibited uses shall be posted. 

§ 282-4. Preservation of property and natural features. 

A. No person shall injure, deface, disturb or befoul any part of the parks nor any building, sign, 
sculpture, equipment or other property within the parks. No tree, shrub, rock or other mineral 
within the parks shall be removed, injured or destroyed. 

B. No person shall deposit, permit or suffer to be deposited any garbage, ashes, sewage, refuse, 
waste, or other noxious material within the parks, except in receptacles provided by the Township 
for such purposes. Where trash receptacles are not provided by the Township, all such materials 
shall be carried out of the parks by the person responsible for its presence. 

C. No person shall dump any earth, tree limbs, leaves, grass clippings, or compost materials within 
the parks without first obtaining a specific written permit from the Township Board. 

§ 282-5. Molesting Wildlife; firearms and explosives. 

A. Except for lawful hunting and fishing as identified in this article, no person within the confines of 
the parks shall molest, harm, or kill any wild bird or animal found within the confines of the 
parks, or rob or molest any bird nest or take the eggs of any bird within the parks. 

B. Except as provided by law, no person shall possess or discharge any firearms, fireworks, 
explosive substances or air rifles within the park without a specific permit from the Township. 

§ 282-6. Hunting and Fishing. 

A. Hunting shall only be permitted in Cascade Peace Park in accordance with the following 
regulations: 
 

1. Only archery hunting shall be permitted. Firearm hunting is prohibited. 

2. All state hunting laws and regulations must be followed. 

3. The park will be open to nonhunters during hunting season. 

4. Every hunter must comply with all Administrative Rules for Hunting in Cascade Peace Park, 
attached as "Exhibit A," as may be amended from time to time by resolution of the Township 
Board.1 



B. Fishing shall be is only permitted in Cascade Charter Township Parksin Leslie E. Tassell Park 
waters. 

§ 282-7. General Conduct. 

Within the parks: 

A. No person shall, either by work or act, indulge in any noisy, boisterous, disorderly or indecent 
conduct, or in any manner disturb the peace, quiet, or good order within the park or of the 
residents of any property adjoining the park. No person shall play at games of chance, or engage 
in any indecent, lascivious, lewd, sexual, or improper act or behavior. 

B. No person intoxicated by alcohol or under the influence of alcohol, narcotic drugs or opiates shall 
enter or remain within the park. No person shall bring into the park any alcohol, liquor, narcotic 
drugs, or opiates. 

C. No person shall remain within the parks who does not abide by the rules and regulations adopted 
by the Township for the parks. No person shall remain within the parks who does not abide by the 
instructions and directions of a duly authorized police officer or agent of the Township in the 
lawful performance of their duties. Any person directed by a police officer or agent of the 
Township to leave the parks shall do so promptly and peaceably. No person shall resist, obstruct, 
interfere with, be abusive of, or address in a profane or obscene manner, any police officer or 
agent of the Township. 

D. The use of a loud speaker, public address system, or sound-amplifying equipment is prohibited 
within the park unless permitted by the Township or the Township is hosting an event. 
Excessively loud radios or similar devices are also prohibited unless permitted by the Township 
or the Township is hosting an event. 

E. No person shall start, fly, or use any fuel- or battery-powered model aircraft, vehicle, or similar 
device within the parks. 

F. No person shall urinate or defecate in the parks, except in restroom facilities as are provided by the 
Township. 

G. Smoking is prohibited in the parks. 

H. All bicycles must remain on paved surfaces at all times. No person shall operate a bicycle within 
Cascade Peace Park. 

I. Use of paintball equipment and supplies within the parks is prohibited. 

J. No application of graffiti or similar activity shall occur within the parks. 
 

1 Exhibit A is on file in the Township offices.



 

§ 282-8. Animal Control. 

A. Within the parks, all dogs shall be controlled and on a chain or leash not exceeding more 
than six feet in length. Cats shall also be under direct control and leashed. No controlled 
animal shall be allowed to be destructive to other animals and birds. 

B. The riding of horses or other animals is prohibited. 

§ 282-9. Traffic Control.  

Within the parks: 

A. No person shall drive any motor vehicle or propel or cause to be driven any motor vehicle 
along or over any road within the park in such a manner as to endanger the life, limb, or 
property of pedestrians, the drivers or occupants of other vehicles, or any other person, nor 
shall any motor vehicle be driven in a careless or reckless manner. 

B. No vehicle shall be driven or parked in the park except on designated drives and parking 
lot areas (except for authorized Township vehicles and any vehicle needed for 
handicapped persons). 

C. No person shall park or store any car, motorcycle, bicycle, wagon, trailer, or other vehicle 
within the parks, except for short-term parking in places expressly designated by the 
Township for parking, nor shall any person park a car, motorcycle, bicycle, wagon, trailer, 
or other vehicle in the parks overnight or for periods of longer than 15 hours. 

D. No trailer or other loading vehicle shall be brought into the parks unless permitted as part 
of an activity or event that has received permission from the Township. 

§ 282-10. General Regulations. 

A. Camping. No person shall establish or maintain any camp or other temporary lodging place 
in the parks. No camping shall occur within the park. 

B. Fire. Fires are not permitted in the parks, except as identified in this subsection. 

1. Fires are only permitted in the designated Community Fire Ring area as shown on the 
Leslie E. Tassell Park Plan. All fires shall be put out by the person or persons starting 
or using the same before leaving the immediate vicinity of the fire. 

2. Fires for cooking purposes are permitted in Cascade Charter Township Park in 
designated places, unless otherwise provided by the Township Board. All fires shall be 
put out by the person or persons starting or using the same before leaving the 
immediate vicinity of the fire. 

 
C. Commercial activities. No person shall sell or offer for sale any article, thing, privilege or 

service within the park without a permit from the Township, and no person shall do any 
begging, peddling or soliciting in the park. Further, no person shall expose, distribute, 



display, post, or place any sign, advertisement, circular, notice, or statement, or display any 
banner, emblem, or design, within the park, without a specific permit from the Township. 

D. Golf. The use of the park for playing golf or the hitting of golf balls is prohibited. 

E. Events. No organized event, festival, party, or similar activity shall occur within the park 
unless a permit has first been issued by the Township for such event or activity. 

F. Park Equipment. The movement of park equipment, such as picnic tables and other pieces 
of equipment, is prohibited unless specifically approved by park personnel. 

G. Tennis and Pickleball Courts. The use of the tennis and pickleball courts in Cascade 
Charter Township Park are on a first-come-first served basis. The Party using the court 
shall only be permitted one hour’s use if other park patrons are waiting for the courts. No 
paid private lessons unless permitted by the Township. In-line skates (e.g., rollerblades), 
roller skates, skateboards, and other similar devices are prohibited from use on the tennis 
and pickleball courts. 

H. Swimming. Swimming in the Thornapple River at Leslie E. Tassell Park at Cascade 
Charter Township Parks is permitted at one’s own risk. Swimming in the Cascade Charter 
Township Park pond is prohibited. 

I. Ice Skating. Ice skating at on the Cascade Charter Township Parks pond is permitted at 
one’s own risk. 

§ 282-11. Park Hours. 

A. The parks shall open at 6:00 a.m. and close at 10:00 p.m. All park users must leave at the 
closing time unless a permit for later hours has been issued by the Township. Upon the 
park's so closing, it shall be unlawful for anyone to enter upon or occupy the park without 
a Township permit. 

B. Permitted hunters, in Cascade Peace Park, shall be allowed to enter the park one hour early 
during the allowed hunting season. 

C. The park, or any portion thereof, may be closed entirely or closed to certain uses during 
any specified period of time by the Township where it is determined that the physical 
condition of the park, or any portion thereof, is such that the intended use of the park, or 
portion thereof, would cause damage or deterioration to the park, or portion thereof, to a 
degree greater than ordinary park wear and tear, or that the intended use of the park, or 
portion thereof, would create a health or safety hazard to the proposed user or other 
citizens. During such period of time as the park, or portion thereof, is closed, any such 
closing shall be prominently posted, and it shall be unlawful for anyone to enter upon or 
occupy the park, or portion thereof, contrary to the posted regulations. 

§ 282-12. Exemptions. 
 
This section and any prohibitions contained herein shall not apply to any Township official or 
officer, or any Township Fire Department employee or official, or to any police officer, engaged 
in the performance of his or her official duties as a Township official, employee, or agent, or as a 



police officer. Furthermore, this article shall not apply to any use, activity, vehicle, or other item 
specifically approved by the Township or used by the Township, or any of its employees, 
officers, officials, or agents, or any police agency in the maintenance or upkeep of the park or for 
emergency rescue, firefighting, or emergency purposes. 

§ 282-13. Rules and regulations. 

The Township Board may, by resolution, adopt rules and regulations to regulate uses and 
activities within the parks. Violation of any such rule or regulation adopted by the Township 
Board for the park shall be deemed to be a violation of this article. 

§ 282-32. Violations and penalties. 

Any person who violates any provision of this article shall be responsible for a criminal 
misdemeanor, subject to the penalties in Chapter 40, Article IV, Penalties for Misdemeanors and 
Municipal Civil Infractions. 

Section 2. Validity and Severability. 

If any portion of this Ordinance is found invalid for any reason, such holding will not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

Section 3. Repealer.  

All other ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the 
extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

Section 4. Effective Date. This Ordinance takes effect immediately upon publication as 
provided by law. 
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Cascade Township, Kent County, Michigan 
Ordinance Amendment to Chapter 282 – Parks and Recreation Areas 

RESOLUTION 1-2025  
 

 

WHEREAS  the Cascade Township is currently governed by four different parks ordinances: Rec Park (2002), 
Tassell Park (2002), Peace Park (2010), and Burton Park (2010); and 
 
WHEREAS  the rules of each ordinance are not standardized; and  
 
WHEREAS  the Township has since added additional Parks, Wycliffe Park and Friendship Park; and 
 
WHEREAS  these new parks are not provided for in the previous ordinances; and 
 
WHEREAS  there is a desire to create a more general ordinance that can assist in generating cohesive rules 
and regulations throughout Cascade’s park system; and 
 
WHEREAS  these new parks are not provided for in the previous ordinances; and 
 
WHEREAS  the current ordinances have inconsistent language that has generated questions from the public 
and created operational inefficiencies that can be addressed by an updated ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS  the best way to accomplish the changes desired is to repeal and replace Chapter 282 in the 
Cascade Code of Ordinances that applies to all current and future parks 
 
WHEREAS  the Cascade Township Board of Trustees held a formal public hearing on the draft Ordinance 
Amendment to Chapter 282- Parks and Recreation Areas on January 22, 2025 in order to provide additional 
opportunity for public comment. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Cascade Township Board hereby adopts the Ordinance 
Amendment to Chapter 282 – Parks and Recreation Areas, as presented at the public meeting held on February 
12, 2025. 
 

 

Motion by ____________ and seconded by _____________. 
 
AYES: ____________________________________________ 
 
NAYS: ___________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
Resolution Declared Adopted. 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Susan Slater, Clerk 
Cascade Township, MI 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the Township 
Board of Cascade Charter Township, County of Kent, Michigan, at a regular meeting held on Feb 12, 2025, and 
that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance 
with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting 
were kept and will be or have been made available as required by said Act. 
 
_______________________________________ 
Susan Slater, Clerk 
Cascade Township, MI 
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